
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 9, 2016 – Kansas State University has awarded Project 17 its prestigious Excellence in Community Engagement 
Award for exemplary work in Southeast Kansas to mobilize citizens and work toward a common vision of improving the 
economic vitality, civic leadership, health, and strengthening the region’s workforce.   

The Kansas State University Excellence in Engagement award was established in 2012 by the provost's office to highlight 
work which uses engaged scholarship and research to benefit the community and also contribute to the knowledge base of 
students and faculty.  Project 17 was selected by a review committee of both campus engagement stakeholders and well as 
partners from across the state. 

"Project 17 is honored to have received this recognition of the commitment to working alongside Southeast Kansas 
citizens who are committed to making a difference in their community.  Whether it was helping a small business establish 
a web-site, delivering anti-poverty programming, or helping advise local citizens on the best practice or research that has 
been done on a topic, the assistance has produced results across the region.  The work between university partners and the 
community has been unprecedented. Additionally, the strong partnership that has developed between Kansas State 
University and Pittsburg State University has been mutually beneficial and has allowed both institutions to leverage their 
strengths to help each other and the citizens of this part of the state,” said Heather Morgan, Project 17’s Executive 
Director. 

In 2012, Project 17 began as a grassroots initiative and has grown to have over 1800 citizens involved in one way or 
another with the project.  Since Project 17’s inception, programs have been established to start Circles workforce 
reengagement programs in Franklin, Crawford, Neosho, Miami, Montgomery, and Bourbon Counties.  The private sector 
has also made multi-million dollar investments in broadband infrastructure to support businesses and citizens who need 
high-speed Internet to compete globally.  Kansas Fiber Network, LLC (KsFiberNet) is one of those private companies 
who are investing in the region. KSFiberNet was chartered in 2009 by investors comprised of 29 independent Kansas 
telephone companies. KsFiberNet provides wholesale Internet and data transport services to regional and national carriers, 
rural telephone companies, as well as government, medical, education, banking, community anchor institutions and 
businesses, reaching more than 400 Kansas cities.   

Additionally, Project 17 was awarded, along with the Wichita Metro Area, the Investing in Manufacturing Communities 
Partnership (IMCP) designation. Project 17 has also engaged many businesses in the region to help them grow.  The K-
State Agri-Marketing Association (NAMA) and Phi Sigma Epsilon Students' engagement in supporting small business 
growth of e-commerce has been very helpful to many businesses.  For the first time these businesses have functional 
websites and are selling on-line.  Additionally, the Enactus business students at Pittsburg State University have also done 
tremendous work with disengaged workers to help them re-enter the workforce.  These young people’s contribution to the 
region is not only commendable but will yield positive results in the region for years to come,” said Morgan. 

This award recognizes K-State’s desire to conduct meaningful engagement-related projects that benefit Kansas residents 
and underscores the university's proud history as the statewide land-grant university.  The K-State Provost’s office 
sponsors the award and has chosen to submit Project 17 to compete nationally with other universities for further 
community engagement recognition. For more information about Project 17 visit www.twsproject17.org or contact 
Heather Morgan at hmorgan@twsproject17.org. 
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